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Request for Petition Signatures by Fridays For Future Kumamoto/ Global Climate Strike Kumamoto

~Why we urge for a Climate Emergency Declaration now ~

Fridays for Future is a movement that started in August 2018, when Greta Thunberg, a Swedish 15 year-old sat in front of the Swedish
parliament striking against adult’s inaction in the face of the increasing severity of the climate crisis. Her actions quickly spread to youth all around the
world through social media and the movement continues to expand today.

One of the Fridays for Future groups in Japan, Fridays for Future Tokyo (FFFT) consists of about 10 university students and high schoolers.
Just last month on September 20th, FFFT and its many partners were able to gather 2800 people for the Climate Strike in Shibuya.

Prior to the March, on September 13th, FFFT handed in a petition to the Tokyo Metropolitan Government requesting a Climate Emergency
Declaration (CED). A CED would allow the Tokyo Metropolitan Assembly to proclaim the climate crisis as the largest threat to the city and would
require climate crisis policy measures to be the most prioritized. In the shape of this declaration, the administration would recognize this crisis and
spread this awareness of the danger of the climate crisis to its citizens.

As of October 19, 2019, 22 nations, 1,143 local governments (totalling to around 287 million people) have declared the climate emergency.
In Japan, Iki City of Nagasaki Prefecture and Kamakura City of Kanagawa Prefecture have announced the climate emergency.

We request that Kumamoto City declare a climate emergency. Sea level rise is expected to impact Kumamoto as early as 2050, and super
strength typhoons, increased rainfall, mudslides and food shortages will impact the city within decades if we continue business as usual.

Typhoon Hagibis (Typhoon No. 19) that wreaked havoc in October is still in our minds.

“A natural disaster that we have never experienced, only occurring once in a few decades is approaching”
“Exercise the highest caution even in areas that usually have not experienced disasters before ”

“It is of utmost importance to make the decision that will raise the probability of survival”

“This is an emergency, distance yourself from rivers”

“Immediately act to save your life”

“Do not wait for an emergency signal and save your loved ones and yourself by evacuating”

As soon as the typhoon landed on mainland Japan, an onrush of words such as “emergency” was repeated. This shows how much this word
has been distanced from everyday life.

This typhoon and other natural disasters are nothing new. What is the root cause of all these
problems? How are we related to these problems? We must look at the whole picture if we are to stop “unprecedented disasters” from becoming a daily
occurrence.

Declaring the climate emergency can become the opportunity for us to change our society’s measures for the climate crisis from whack-a-
mole solutions to a solution that questions what is at the deep root of this crisis and may even transform the framework of society itself. In order to do

so, we need the power of as many people with their signatures as possible. We thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Notes on Signing this Petition

+ Only handwritten signatures will be accepted.

(Electronic signatures will not be accepted this time)

- Please print out the petition paper (PDF).

- Please print the petition paper onto A4 size paper double sides.

- Signatures will be accepted from all prefectures.

- Send the petition paper back to the address written in the petition paper.
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- Please send the petition to arrive at the above address by 11/28 (Thursday) AT THE LATEST.

- Please spread this petition paper as much as you can. Your contributions will be greatly appreciated.

- This data will not be used for any purposes other than to request Kumamoto City Declare a Climate Emergency.
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